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3: A'L-E-‘IMRAN 


Period of Revelation: 


This Surah (Chapter), revealed at Madinah, consists of three discourses. 
The first discourse (vv. 1-32 and vv. 64-120) appears to have been revealed soon 
after the Battle of Badr. The second discourse (vv. 33-63) was revealed in 9 A.H. 
when the deputation from the Christians of Najran visited the Prophet. The third 
discourse (vv. 121-200) was revealed after the Battle of Uhud. 

Major Issues , Divine Laws and Guidance 

* Allah's testimony about Himself. 

* Decisive vs. Allegorical verses of the Qur'an. 

* The True religion in the sight of Allah is only Islam. 

* The only religion acceptable to Allah is Islam. 

* Live Islam and die as a Muslim in order to get salvation. 

* Followers of Isa (Jesus) were Muslims. 

* Birth of Maryam (Mary), Yahya (John) and Isa (Jesus) peace be upon them. 

* ' Mubahla ' (calling for Allah's decision if the birth of Jesus is disputed). 

He was born without a father, as Adam (first man) was born without 
parents and Eve (first woman) was born without a mother. 

* Life and death is from Allah. 

* There is no escape from death. 

* Those who are killed in the path of Allah are not dead, but are alive. 

* Muhammad (pbuh) is no more than a Rasool/Prophet of Allah. 

* Prohibition to take the unbelievers as protectors. 

* Critical review and lessons taught during the Battle of Uhud. 

* The first House of Allah ever built on earth is that of Ka'bah at Makkah. 

As in Surah Al-Baqarah, the Jews were invited to accept the guidance. 
Similarly, in this Surah, the Christians are admonished to give up their erroneous 
beliefs and accept the guidance of the Qur’an. At the same time , the Muslims are 
instructed to nourish the virtues that may enable them to carry out their obligation 
of spreading the Divine guidance. 


The believers had met with all sorts of trials and hardships about which they 
were forewarned in Surah Al-Baqarah. Even though they had come out victorious in the 
Battle of Badr, they were not out of danger yet. Their victory had aroused the enmity ^ 
of all those powers in Arabia which were opposed to the Islamic movement. 
Threatening events had begun to appear on all sides and the Muslims were in a ™ 
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perpetual state of fear and anxiety. This state of emergency was also adversely 
affecting its economy which had already been badly disturbed by the influx of 
Muslim refugees from other places. 


The Jewish clans, who lived in the suburbs of Madinah, started discarding | 
s the treaties of alliance which they had made with the Prophet at his arrival from * 
| Makkah. They had discarded the treaties to the extent that during the Battle of Badr, S 
a these "People of the Book" sided with the pagan Quraish, in spite of the fact that i 
| their fundamental Articles of Faith - such as Oneness of Allah, Prophethood and life { 


| after death - were the same as those of the Muslims. After the Battle of Badr, they 
I openly began to approach various Arab clans against the Muslims. The magnitude § 
3 of the peril may be judged from the fact that even the life of the Prophet himself was f 


| of sight, even for a short while, they would at once set out in search of him. u 

Jews even approached the Quraish and challenged their ego to avenge the ft 
f defeat that they had suffered at Badr and promised to help them from within. As a j$ 
9 result, the Quraish marched against Madinah with an army of three thousand k 
5 warriors and a battle took place at the foot of mount Uhud. The Prophet marched § 
) out of Madinah with one thousand men to fight the enemy. On their way to the | 
j battlefield, three hundred hypocrites deserted the army and returned to Madinah to H 
t discourage the believers. A small band of hypocrites, however, remained among the 
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3: A f L-E-‘IMRAN 

This Surah, revealed at Madinah, has 20 sections and 200 verses. 

In the name of Allah, The Compassionate, The Merciful 
SECTION: I 


Alif L'am M'eem m 

Allah! There is no god but He; the 
Living, the Eternal. 121 He has revealed to you 
this Book with the Truth, confirming the scrip- 
ture which preceded it, as He revealed the 
Tawrat (Torah) and Injeel (Gospel), li] before 
this, as a guidance for mankind and also revealed 
this Al-Furqan (criterion for judgment be- 
tween right and wrong). Surely, those who 
reject Allah’s revelations will be sternly pun- 
ished; Allah is Mighty, capable of retribution. 141 
Surely, nothing in the earth or in the heaven is 
hidden from Allah. 151 It is He Who shapes you 
in the wombs of your mothers as He pleases. 
There is no god but He; the Mighty, the Wise. 161 

3:[l-6] 
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He is the One Who has revealed to you 
the Book. Some of its verses are decisive - they 
are the foundation of the Book - while others are 
unspecific. Those, in whose hearts is perversity, 
follow the unspecific part, seeking discord thro- 
ugh giving it their own interpretation, but no one 
knows its true interpretation except Allah. Those 
who are well grounded in knowledge say: “We 
believe in it; it is all from our Rabb." None will 
take heed except the people of understanding. 171 
They say: "Our Rabb, do not let our hearts 
deviate from the truth after you have guided us, 
and grant us Your own mercy; You are the 
Grantor of bounties without measure. 181 Our 
Rabb, You will surely gather all mankind before 
You on the Day about which there is no doubt; 
surely, Allah does not break His promise." 1 ’ 1 

3: [7-9] 
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SECTION: 2 

Surely, neither their wealth nor their 
children will save the unbelievers from the wrath 
of Allah: they are the ones who will become the 
fuel for hellfire. 1101 Their end will be the same 
as that of the people of Fir‘aun ( Pharaoh ) and 
their predecessors who denied Our revelations, 
so Allah called them to account for their sins. 
Allah is strict in retribution. 1 " 1 O Muhammad, 
say to the unbelievers: “Soon you will be over- 
powered and driven together to Hell - which is 
a horrible refuge." 21 Indeed there was a sign 
(lesson) for you in the two armies which met on 
the battlefield (of Badr ): one was fighting for the 
cause of Allah and the other had rejected Allah; 
the believers saw with their own eyes that the 
unbelievers were twice their number. But the 
mult of the battle proved that Allah strengthens 
with His own aid whom He pleases. Surely, there 
is a lesson in this for those who have sight." 31 

3:[10-13] 

The life of men is tempted by love and 
desire for women, children, the hoarding of 
treasures of gold and silver, branded horses, 
wealth of cattle and plantations. These are the 
comforts for the transitory life of this world; the 
excellent abode, however, is with Allah." 41 
Say: “Shall I tell you of better things than these, 
with which the righteous will be rewarded by 
their Rabb? There will be gardens beneath which 
rivers flow, where they will live forever with 
spouses of perfect chastity and the good pleasure 
of Allah. Allah is watching His servants very 
closely." 1 ' 51 The righteous people are those who 
pray: “Our Rabb! We sincerely believe in You: 
please forgive our sins and save us from the 
agony of the hellfire;”" 61 who are steadfast, 
sincere, obedient, and charitable, and who seek 
forgiveness from Allah in the last hours of the 
night." 71 3:[14-17] 
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